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MISSION ORDERS

April 26

To: Lieutenant Bingo

You are to accompany Lt. Funk on a reconnaissance mission to scout the perimeter of Guadalcanal Island.  Yesterday two aircraft attempt to fly up the central valley and penetrate enemy airspace to reach the south side of the island, but the reconnaissance effort was not successful. The aircraft reported sighting an airfield but became disoriented during the mission. Unfortunately one of the aircraft was the victim of friendly fire and the surviving pilot is not certain if the airfield they sighted was friendly or enemy.

· Upon launching your aircraft reconnoiter with Lt. Bingo and proceed immediately to land at Hendersen Field where both aircraft will be refueled.  

· You will then take off to the east and circumnavigate Guadalcanal clockwise.  Lt. Funk will immediately follow, taking off to the west and circumnavigating counterclockwise. 

· Track your elapsed time from takeoff with a stopwatch.

· Follow the coastline to be sure that you do not become disoriented. 

· If you sight an airfield ship or any possible fortification, immediately make note of your elapsed time and compass heading.

· Also, note the elapsed time when you pass Lt. Bingo on the opposite side of the island.

· Return to Hendersen Field and land immediately upon approach for debriefing.

· Do not fire unless you are attacked and certain the fire is enemy.  We don’t want a repeat of yesterday’s friendly fire incident.

Unfortunately maps of Guadalcanal are of poor quality. What maps we have are enclosed with this order.  Please note the position of any enemy fortification you find and update the maps as best you can.

Good Luck!


Sincerely,

Admiral Bull Halsey

CINCPAC COMMANDER

